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:?A, ••--• A- . pcSiTER MACniN ÎKY mpiUPi CF GOLD HELD NOT "SEASONAL" 

Plgicer gold mining "oy pcn-er maoh.inery in the s ta ter , of Colorado, Idaho, Montant 

Nevada, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, '.-Tashirgton and Wyoming is not a " seasona l " oper­

a t i on wi th in t he meaning of tho Fa i r Labor Standards Act . Therefore , overt ime pay 

for vrorkers so engaged must Ao paid throughout t h e year a t the r a t e of a t l e a s t 

time and one-half t h e i r r egu la r hour ly r-.Ate fox- work beyond 40 ]-iours in a s i n g l e 

workweek. ' 'A. . .-PP.i'••"':.• • .- -̂

This v.'as annoanced today 'a^ L. Metcalfe V/ailing, Ad^iiriistrator of the Wage and 

Hour Div is ion , U. S. Department of Labor, 

The dec i s ion amends in t l i i s r e s p e c t de te rmina t ions by the Admin is t ra to r on 

^ ^ January 3 , 1940, and Apri l 30, 1940, vrfiich found a l l open-cut p l ace r gold mining in 

the above-named s t a t e s a "seasona l" o p e r a t i o n , thus e n t i t l e d to a 14-wf:-ekE' exemp­

t i o n per iod each year , during v.'hich overtime r a t e s of pay do not apply u n t i l a f t e r 

12 iiour." of v/ork a day or 56 hours in a -/•̂ orieA'c ek. . ., • " ,' ••• ' 

The amended dec i s i on v/as reached a f t e r j .n tc rcs ted labor unions had objected 

t h a t mining with pov/er machinery/ co;itii'a?o3 thj"oughout tV^; yc-.ir, and a hear ing on 

the ob jec t ion r e s u l t e d in a f ind ing t h a t t he ob jec t ions v/cro v a l i d , 

. . The o r i g i n a l de terminat ions wi th r e s pec t to p l a c e r gold m.ining by m^eans o the r 

than power in the cniimorated s t a t o s romain unchanged—the par t i : .d exem.ption from 

the overtime p rov i s ions of the Act for a 14-week por iod being p e r m i t t e d . In a d d i ­

t i o n , the o r i g i n a l de terminat ions holding t h a t placi .r gold mining in Alaska, e i tho i 

by pov/er or otherv/ ise , mcx̂y enjoy tho exemption, rcr iain in e f f e c t . 
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